The Jinn (Cin) in Kurdish Culture,
Mythology, and Religious Belief

l. Introduction

The Kurdish people represent a significant transnational ethnic group, numbering between 30
and 45 million, primarily inhabiting the mountainous region known as Kurdistan, which spans
across parts of modern-day Turkey, Iran, Irag, and Syria, with substantial diaspora
communities globally.! Possessing a distinct linguistic heritage rooted in the West Iranian
branch of Indo-European languages and a rich, complex history marked by interactions with
numerous empires and cultures, the Kurds maintain a vibrant cultural and folkloric tradition.’
Central to understanding many Middle Eastern cultures, including Kurdish traditions, is the
concept of supernatural beings, among which the Jinn (also commonly spelled Djinn, and
known as Cin in Kurdish and Turkish) hold a prominent place.” These entities, originating in
pre-Islamic Arabian belief systems and subsequently integrated into Islamic theology, form a
significant part of the region's spiritual and folkloric landscape.’

This report aims to explore the multifaceted relationship between the Kurdish people and
beliefs surrounding the Jinn (Cin). It will delve into the specific myths, folklore, terminology,
and theological interpretations concerning these supernatural beings within various Kurdish
cultural and religious contexts. The analysis synthesizes information from diverse sources,
acknowledging the inherent complexity arising from the Kurds' wide geographical distribution
and notable religious diversity.? Understanding Kurdish folklore requires appreciating it not
merely as a collection of stories, but as a dynamic reflection of collective worldviews,
historical memory, cultural identity, and the ways communities interpret their place in the
cosmos."

The exploration begins by establishing the foundational concepts of Jinn within broader
Islamic and pre-Islamic traditions. Subsequently, it provides an overview of Kurdish culture,
history, and, crucially, the religious diversity that characterizes the Kurdish population. This
diversity is fundamental, as Kurdish identity encompasses various dialects, distinct historical
experiences across different nation-states, and a spectrum of religious affiliations, including
Sunni Islam (the majority), Alevism, Yazidism, Yarsanism (Ahl-e Haqq), and smaller
communities.'! Consequently, any examination of "Kurdish beliefs" about Jinn must navigate
this internal variety, recognizing that interpretations and the significance attributed to such
beings can differ substantially between these communities. The report then examines specific
origin myths linking Kurds and Jinn, analyzes folkloric traditions and terminology surrounding
Cin in Kurdish culture, and comparatively explores how beliefs about supernatural beings
manifest across different Kurdish religious groups. Finally, it concludes by synthesizing the
findings, highlighting the interplay between Islamic influence, indigenous traditions, and local
interpretations in shaping Kurdish perspectives on the Jinn.



ll. The Jinn: Foundational Concepts in Islamic and
Pre-Islamic Traditions

The concept of Jinn (&, jinn) is deeply rooted in the Arabian Peninsula's pre-Islamic spiritual
landscape and was subsequently integrated into Islamic theology, where it holds a defined
place.” Generally understood as supernatural entities existing parallel to humankind, Jinn
possess distinct characteristics and origins according to these traditions.’

Definition and Origin: Islamic theology defines Jinn as beings created by God (Allah) from a
"smokeless fire" (nar) or a "scorching wind," an origin distinct from humans, who were
formed from clay (t'n), and angels, created from light (nur).2 Quranic accounts indicate that
Jinn were created before humanity.® They exist in a realm largely unseen by humans, referred
to as al-Ghaib (the unseen), stemming from the Arabic root ja-na-na, meaning "to hide" or
"conceal".’

Nature and Abilities: Like humans, Jinn possess free will (ikhtiyar), are morally accountable
for their actions, and can be either believers (Muslims) or disbelievers (kuffar).” They are
organized into communities, tribes, and nations, mirroring human societal structures.®
Classical Islamic scholars like al-Mas'udi and Ibn ‘Arabi discussed the tribal organization of
Jinn, though without consensus on their exact number or structure.? Jinn are believed to
experience life similarly to humans in some respects: they eat, drink, sleep, procreate, and
eventually die, although their lifespans are often considered much longer than human ones.™
They are attributed with significant supernatural abilities, including invisibility, shape-shifting
(into human or animal forms), rapid long-distance travel, and the potential to influence human
thoughts and actions, sometimes subtly guiding individuals towards choices against their best
interests.® Certain traditions associate them with specific environments, often remote or
liminal spaces such as mountains, seas, trees, forests, caves, ruins, and even mundane
locations like toilets, where they are sometimes said to feed on refuse.®

Pre-Islamic Roots: Belief in Jinn predates the advent of Islam in 7th-century Arabia.? In
pre-Islamic polytheistic systems, Jinn were often associated with elements of nature and were
sometimes worshipped as deities or lesser divinities.’ They were thought to inspire poets and
soothsayers, granting them creative or divinatory powers.® Some researchers suggest
potential links between the concept of Jinn and earlier Mesopotamian mythologies involving
similar spirit entities.’ Certain Arab traditions even posit Jinn as the original inhabitants of
Earth, having ruled the planet after battling other primordial beings known as Hinn (made of
wind) and Binn (made of water).’ These traditions sometimes narrate a period of Jinn misrule
and destruction that led to divine intervention by angels, who defeated the malevolent Jinn
and banished them to remote corners of the world, explaining their association with desolate
places.’ Pre-Islamic Arabs developed various apotropaic practices, using beads, incense,
bones, salt, and charms to protect themselves from perceived Jinn malevolence.™

Islamic Integration: Islam affirmed the existence of Jinn, incorporating them explicitly into its
cosmology as creations of God mentioned throughout the Quran and Hadith.” The Quran



recounts the story of Iblis (often identified with Satan or Saytan), who is frequently
characterized as a Jinn, refusing God's command to prostrate before the newly created Adam
out of pride, leading to his expulsion from Paradise.? This narrative establishes a basis for
understanding the potential for conflict and negative influence between Jinn and humans.
However, Islamic tradition does not portray all Jinn as inherently evil or demonic.’ Like
humans, they exist on a spectrum of morality and faith. Some Jinn accepted Islam upon
hearing the Prophet Muhammad's recitation of the Quran, as detailed in Surah Al-Jinn.2 While
interaction between humans and Jinn is generally discouraged in Islamic teachings, traditions
acknowledge the possibility of both conflict (including possession) and cooperation, with
some accounts mentioning Jinn as friends or helpers to humans, even participating in
monumental constructions like the Temple of Solomon.’

The formal incorporation of Jinn into Islamic theology provided a dominant framework for
understanding these beings across the Muslim world, including among Kurdish communities
following the spread of Islam. However, the persistence of pre-Islamic associations,
particularly linking Jinn or similar entities to nature, specific locations, and inspiration,
suggests that the Islamic understanding often overlaid or merged with existing local beliefs
rather than entirely supplanting them. This layering allows for syncretic interpretations where
Jinn in folk belief might carry connotations derived from both Islamic doctrine and older,
indigenous traditions.

lll. The Kurdish People: A Cultural and Religious
Overview

Understanding the context of beliefs about Jinn among Kurds requires an appreciation of their
distinct cultural identity, historical trajectory, and diverse religious landscape.

Identity and Geography: The Kurds are an Iranic people indigenous to Kurdistan, a
mountainous region historically spanning the Zagros and eastern Taurus ranges.' This territory
is currently divided primarily among Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Syria, with smaller populations in
Armenia, Georgia, and a significant global diaspora, particularly in Western Europe and North
America.? Kurdish languages belong to the Northwestern Iranian branch of the Indo-European
family, related to Persian and Pashto.! Despite a long history and a strong sense of collective
identity, the Kurds have not achieved a unified, independent nation-state in the modern era, a
fact that profoundly shapes their political and social history."

History and Society: Kurdish history extends into antiquity, with potential connections
debated by scholars to ancient groups like the Guti or the Kardouchoi mentioned by
Xenophon.® The ethnonym "Kurd" becomes clearly identifiable around the time of the region's
conversion to Islam in the 7th century CE.® Historically, many Kurdish communities practiced
nomadic or semi-nomadic pastoralism, primarily herding sheep and goats in the highlands
and plains, though settled agriculture and urbanization have become increasingly prevalent,
particularly since the imposition of modern state borders impeded traditional migrations.’
Traditional social organization often revolved around tribes led by sheikhs or aghas, and while
urbanization and assimilation have occurred, tribal affiliations and family ties remain



significant in many areas.® Throughout history, Kurds have interacted with numerous empires
and played significant roles, including supplying soldiers and establishing dynasties, most
famously the Ayyubids, founded by Saladin.! Their history is also marked by repeated
struggles for autonomy and rights within the states where they reside.’

Religious Diversity: While the majority of Kurds are Muslims, Kurdish society exhibits
significant religious diversity, a crucial factor when considering beliefs about the
supernatural.™

Sunni Islam: Constituting the largest religious group among Kurds (estimated around
75% or more), most follow the Shafi'i school of jurisprudence, which distinguishes them
from many neighboring Turkish (Hanafi) and Arab (often Hanafi or Hanbali)
populations.” This adherence to the Shafi'i school is sometimes emphasized as a
component of Kurdish identity.” Sunni Islam among Kurds often incorporates strong Sufi
traditions, with the Nagshbandi and Qadiri orders being particularly influential. Sufi
sheikhs historically wielded considerable social and sometimes political power.”

Shia Islam: A minority of Kurds, potentially up to 15%, adhere to Twelver Shia Islam,
concentrated mainly in the southern parts of Kurdistan, particularly in the Kermanshah
and llam provinces of Iran and areas like Khanagin in Irag.?

Alevism: Found predominantly among Kurdish communities in Turkey, especially in
regions like Tunceli (Dersim), Alevism is a syncretic Islamic tradition.” It incorporates
mystical teachings attributed to Haji Bektash Veli and reverence for Ali and the Twelve
Imams, while also integrating elements potentially derived from pre-Islamic Anatolian
and Iranian sources, such as nature veneration and shamanistic practices.™ Kurdish
Alevism may place different emphases (e.g., on figures like Pir Sultan Abdal) compared
to Turkish Alevism."®

Yazidism: An ancient, monotheistic ethnic religion indigenous to Kurdistan, Yazidism
has roots possibly extending to pre-Zoroastrian Iranian traditions, combined with
elements influenced by Sufism, Christianity, and Islam.™ Central to Yazidi belief is God
(Xwedé) and the Seven Holy Beings (Angels) to whom God entrusted the world, led by
Tawdsi Melek (the Peacock Angel).2° Their holiest site is Lalish in northern Irag.™ Yazidis
number between 700,000 and 1 million, primarily in Iraq, Syria, and Turkey, with
diaspora communities formed largely due to historical persecution.’”

Yarsanism (Ahl-e Haqq): Meaning "People of Truth," Yarsanism is another distinct faith
found mainly among Kurds in western Iran.™ It features esoteric teachings, belief in
successive manifestations of the Divine Essence, and a focus on mystical experience,
often expressed through music (kalam) and communal rituals (jam).™"

Other Minorities: Historically, Kurdistan has also been home to communities of
Zoroastrians, Christians (various denominations), and Jews, although their numbers
have significantly diminished in many areas.? There is also a growing trend towards
secularism among some Kurds.”

The mountainous terrain traditionally inhabited by many Kurdish communities likely played a
role in fostering and preserving this religious and cultural diversity.! Relative isolation may



have allowed distinct local traditions and minority faiths to persist alongside the majority
Sunni population, potentially contributing to unique interpretations or retentions of beliefs
regarding spirits and supernatural entities like the Jinn, distinct from those found in more
geographically integrated or religiously homogenous societies.

IV. Mythological Connections: Kurds, Jinn, and Origins

While the most prominent Kurdish origin narrative centers on the figure of Kawa the
Blacksmith, certain historical texts, primarily authored by non-Kurdish writers, record distinct
myths linking the genesis of the Kurdish people to supernatural beings, specifically Jinn, and
the biblical/Quranic figure of King Solomon.??

Supernatural Origin Myths:

e Solomon and the Jinn Brides: One legend, noted by Judaic scholars and later
referenced by early Islamic authorities seeking to explain Kurdish origins, posits a
supernatural beginning for the people of Corduene (an ancient region corresponding to
parts of Kurdistan).?? In this narrative, King Solomon commanded Jinn (sometimes
specified as his angelical servants) to travel to Europe and bring back five hundred
beautiful maidens for his harem.?? However, upon their return to Palestine, they
discovered that Solomon had died.?? Stranded and without their master, these Jinn (or
angelical servants) settled in the Zagros mountains, married the maidens they had
procured, and their subsequent offspring became the ancestors of the Kurds.?

e Solomon, Concubines, and the Demon Jasad: A related but distinct version is
reported by the 10th-century Arab historian al-Masudi.?? He describes the Kurds as
descendants of King Solomon's concubines who were impregnated by a demon named
Jasad.?? According to this account, when Solomon learned of their existence and
parentage, he commanded, "Drive them (ukrudiahunna) into the mountains and
valleys".?? The verb ukrudd (drive/expel) is etymologically linked by this narrative to the
name "Kurd," suggesting a potentially negative connotation of being outcast or "“thrown
away". %

Analysis and Context: These Jinn-related origin myths are significant primarily as historical
records of how some neighboring cultures perceived or attempted to explain the existence
and distinctiveness of the Kurds, particularly their association with mountainous regions. Their
origin in external sources (Judaic scholarship, Arab historiography) is notable.? The
association with King Solomon, a figure of immense prestige and wisdom in Abrahamic
traditions, could be interpreted as lending a degree of ancient importance or mystique to
Kurdish origins. However, the connection to Jinn or demons, coupled with the "ukruduhunna"
narrative implying expulsion or rejection, introduces ambiguity and potentially negative
undertones.? These narratives contrast sharply with the internally embraced myth of Kawa
the Blacksmith.

Contrast with the Kawa Myth: The legend of Kawa (Kawe-y Asinger) is arguably the most
potent and widely recognized origin story within Kurdish culture itself, deeply embedded in
national identity and celebrated annually during Newroz (the Kurdish New Year).' This



narrative recounts the tyranny of the evil Assyrian king Zahhak (Zuhak), who had serpents
growing from his shoulders that demanded a daily sacrifice of two young men's brains.?
Kawa, a blacksmith who had lost children to Zahhak, secretly saved youths by substituting
sheep brains for one of the daily victims.?? These saved youths, considered the ancestors of
the Kurds, fled to the mountains.?? Kawa eventually led a revolt, killing Zahhak with his hammer
and lighting bonfires on the hillsides to signal victory and liberation, causing spring to return
to Kurdistan.™

The existence of these contrasting sets of origin myths—one linking Kurds to Jinn and
Solomon via external accounts, the other emphasizing indigenous resistance and heroism
through Kawa—illustrates the complex layers of identity formation. The Jinn/Solomon myths
appear to reflect historical attempts by outsiders to categorize or perhaps exoticize the
mountain-dwelling Kurds. In contrast, the Kawa myth serves as a powerful internal narrative of
resilience, freedom, and distinct cultural roots, holding far greater resonance and centrality in
contemporary Kurdish self-understanding.™ The Jinn-related myths remain part of the
historical record but do not seem to function as foundational beliefs for most Kurds today in
the way the Kawa legend does.

V. Jinn (Cin) in Kurdish Folklore

Beyond formal theology and origin myths, the Jinn, typically referred to as Cin in modern
Kurdish, feature prominently in Kurdish folklore (folklora Kurdan or ¢irokén kurdi), exhibiting
specific characteristics and behaviors shaped by local traditions." These folkloric beliefs
represent a blend of influences, primarily Islamic concepts layered onto potentially older,
indigenous ideas about spirits and the supernatural world.

Terminology: Several terms are used in Kurdish contexts to refer to Jinn or related
supernatural entities, reflecting linguistic and conceptual layers:

e Cin: This term, borrowed from Arabic via Islamic influence, is the most common
contemporary word for Jinn in Kurdish.? Its usage aligns generally with the Islamic
understanding of these beings.

e Dév: An older term, likely derived from the same Indo-Iranian root as the Avestan daéva
(demon or false god), which was used more frequently before the widespread adoption
of Islamic terminology.?® Dév often carries connotations closer to 'demon’ or ‘ogre' in
folklore, representing powerful, often malevolent, non-human beings.

e Jimeceétirka: A fascinating folk expression, literally meaning “those creatures better
than us" or "those beings superior to us".? This term suggests a popular perception of
Cin/Minn as possessing powers or qualities exceeding human capabillities, perhaps
reflecting a sense of awe or apprehension towards the unseen world.

e Peri: Equivalent to 'fairy’ in English, Peri often appear in Kurdish folklore as beautiful,
sometimes capricious, supernatural beings, distinct from the potentially more
dangerous Cin or D&y, though boundaries can blur.?’

e Déw: This term, likely related to Dév, is also used, sometimes interchangeably with Jinn
or spirits associated with specific locations like sacred trees.?’



Table 1: Kurdish Terms for Jinn and Related Beings

Term

Language/Origin

Meaning/Description

Source(s)

Cin

General term for Jinn; P°
supernatural beings of
smokeless fire, parallel
to humans

Arabic (via Islam)

Older term; often o
implies demon, ogre,
or powerful
non-human entity in
folklore

Kurdish/Iranian
(Pre-Islamic?)

Jimecétirka

Kurdish (Folk) Descriptive phrase: 25
"Those creatures
better/superior than

usS

Peri

Persian/Iranian Fairy; often beautiful, P’
sometimes
mischievous

supernatural beings

Kurdish/Iranian Demon/Spirit; o
sometimes used for
spirits inhabiting

natural sites like trees

Perceived Characteristics and Behavior: Kurdish folklore often attributes specific physical
traits and behaviors to Cin:

Appearance: A distinctive folkloric detail is the description of Cin having reversed
hands and feet (dest G lingén wan berepasi ne).* They are also believed to be
shape-shifters, capable of appearing to humans in the guise of ordinary men or
women.%

Interaction with Humans: Their interactions are frequently portrayed as negative or
dangerous. They are said to lead travelers astray, cause misfortune or illness, and inflict
harm.? A particular belief holds that if a human develops an emotional attachment or
falls in love with a Cin, they may fall under the Cin's control or influence.?® The possibility
of spirit possession, known as cingirtin ("Cin-catching" or being seized by a Cin), is also
acknowledged in folk belief.?®

Association with Nature: There is a strong connection in Kurdish folklore between
Cin/Dév/spirits and natural locations, particularly ancient or notable trees.?” Sacred
trees, sometimes called Dari Mirazan ("Tree of Wishes"), are believed to be inhabited by
these entities, who may grant blessings (like fertility) or inflict curses.”” Rags tied to
branches are thought to absorb healing powers from the tree or its resident spirit.?’
These spirits (including Jinn, Déws, or Peris) are often seen as guardians of sacred




places (trees, springs, shrines) and are believed to take revenge on those who

desecrate these sites or harm the associated natural elements.?’ This resonates with

pre-Islamic traditions of nature veneration observed in Kurdistan.'
Folklore Context: These beliefs are woven into the fabric of Kurdish oral traditions, including
folk tales (¢irok), legends, songs (stran), and proverbs." Figures like Jinn appear in narratives,
sometimes adapted from broader Middle Eastern story cycles, such as versions of "Aladdin
and the Magic Lamp" (Eledin G lembeya newaze) found in Kurdish.?® The richness of Kurdish
folklore, heavily influenced by oral transmission, provides a fertile ground for the localization
and adaptation of concepts like the Jinn."
The specific details found in Kurdish folklore—such as the reversed limbs, the particular folk
term jimegétirka, and the strong association with sacred trees inhabited by spirits, Jinn, or
Déws—indicate a distinct localization of the broader Jinn concept. While influenced by the
framework provided by Islam, these folkloric elements suggest a dynamic interplay with older,
indigenous beliefs about nature spirits, powerful non-human entities (Dév), and the
sacredness of the landscape, resulting in a uniquely Kurdish expression of these supernatural
ideas.

VI. Supernatural Beings Across Kurdish Religious
Landscapes

Given the significant religious diversity within Kurdish society, beliefs concerning Jinn (Cin)
and other supernatural entities are not uniform. Instead, they vary considerably depending on
the specific theological frameworks and traditions of each community. While Sunni Islam
provides a baseline understanding for the majority, Alevi, Yazidi, and Yarsani Kurds possess
distinct cosmologies and interpretations of the spiritual world.

Sunni Kurdish Beliefs: As the majority of Kurds adhere to Sunni Islam, primarily of the Shafi'i
school, their understanding of Jinn likely aligns closely with the mainstream Islamic concepts
outlined earlier (Section I1)." This includes belief in Jinn as beings of smokeless fire,
possessing free will, capable of belief or disbelief, and potentially interacting with humans for
good or ill.” These beliefs would be informed by the Quran and Hadith. However, this formal
theological understanding is likely complemented and colored by the local folkloric traditions
discussed previously (Section V), including specific beliefs about Cin behavior, appearance,
and association with particular places.?® Furthermore, the strong presence of Sufism among
Sunni Kurds may introduce additional mystical interpretations regarding the nature of spirits
and the unseen world.”

Alevi Kurdish Beliefs: Alevism, as a syncretic tradition, incorporates Islamic figures and
concepts but interprets them through a unique mystical and heterodox lens." Alevis
acknowledge the literal existence of supernatural beings, including Jinn (cinler), alongside
good angels (melekler), bad angels or devils (seytanlar), and the concept of the evil eye."™
Their cosmology includes narratives about the creation of archangels and the primordial fall
of one (identified in some accounts as Azazil) who refused to prostrate before the divine light



representing Muhammad and Ali, thus originating the devil's antagonism towards humanity.'
While Jinn are part of this accepted spiritual landscape, the Alevi emphasis on the esoteric
meaning (batin) of scripture, the centrality of Ali, the concept of the divine spark within all
beings, and the integration of pre-Islamic elements like nature veneration ™ suggests that Jinn
might be understood within this specific syncretic framework, potentially differing in emphasis
or interpretation from orthodox Sunni views.

Yazidi Beliefs: Yazidism presents a distinct theological system where the concept of Jinn, as
understood in Islam, does not hold a central place.?® Yazidi cosmology revolves around one
God (Xwedé) and the divine Heptad of Seven Holy Beings or Angels (heft sirr), to whom God
entrusted the creation and care of the world." The preeminent figure among these is Taw(si
Melek, the Peacock Angel, who is revered as the leader of the angels and an emanation of
God, responsible for the world's affairs.?° Crucially, Yazidis vehemently reject the erroneous
equation of Taw(si Melek with the Islamic Satan/Iblis (often considered a Jinn).%° They
consider Taw(si Melek a benevolent figure, not a source of evil.?° This misidentification by
outsiders has historically led to severe persecution of Yazidis as supposed
"devil-worshippers".?' Yazidi tradition also includes belief in Xudans, divine powers or spirits
associated with natural elements and phenomena, representing aspects of God's power in
nature.?° Therefore, the Yazidi framework for understanding the supernatural is primarily
structured around God, Taw(si Melek, the Seven Angels, and nature spirits (Xudans). While
individual Yazidis living in proximity to Muslim communities would be aware of the concept of
Jinn, it does not appear to be a significant category within their own religious doctrine, which
possesses its own intricate angelology and spirit hierarchy.

Yarsani (Ahl-e Haqq) Beliefs: Yarsanism, another distinct Kurdish faith, centers on the belief
in successive manifestations of the Divine Essence and a heptad of associated figures.™ Its
teachings are often esoteric and transmitted through sacred texts (Kalam) and rituals (jam)."
While specific details on Jinn within Yarsanism are scarce in the provided materials, its unique
cosmology, focused on divine avatars and mystical paths, suggests a framework for
understanding the supernatural that likely diverges from standard Islamic conceptions.
Intriguingly, one source mentions that in Yarsani doctrine, Malak Tawus (a figure also central
to Yazidism, though potentially understood differently) was labeled as Sheytan (Satan) during
the "era of Shari'at" (Islamic Law) but is viewed differently in the "era of Haqgiqat"
(Truth/Reality), hinting at a complex, context-dependent understanding of such figures.?'
Table 2: Comparative Beliefs on Supernatural Beings in Kurdish Communities

Religious Group |Key Supernatural|Core Relationship to [Source(s)
Beings Beliefs/Characte |General Jinn
ristics (Selected) [Concept
Sunni Islam Jinn (Cin), Angels [Created from fire, |Aligned, [
(Melaiket), Satan [free will, parallel [influenced by
(Seytan) society, can be [local folklore
good/evil,




potential for
interaction/posses
sion. Aligned with
Islamic theology.
Alevism Jinn (Cinler), Literal belief Syncretic; Jinn '8
Angels (Melekler), [acknowledged; |exist within unique
Devils (Seytanlar), [integrated into framework

AzaZil syncretic

cosmology

involving divine

light, Ali, fallen

archangel (Azazil).

Yazidism God (Xwedé), Tawdsi Melek Distinct Hierarchy; [14

Tawdsi Melek, leads benevolent [Jinn not central
Seven Angels angels; Xudans

(Heft Sirr), Xudans(are nature spirits.
TawUsi Melek is
NOT Satan/Jinn.

Yarsanism Divine Esoteric beliefs, |Distinct Hierarchy; [*
Manifestations, [focus on divine  |Jinn likely
Heptad, Malak avatars, cyclical [peripheral
Tawus view of spiritual
(contextual) figures (e.g.,
Malak Tawus).

This comparative overview underscores the necessity of avoiding generalizations about
"Kurdish beliefs." The concept of Jinn (Cin) is understood and integrated differently across the
diverse religious tapestry of Kurdistan, ranging from alignment with mainstream Islamic views
among Sunnis, to syncretic integration within Alevism, to being largely peripheral within the
distinct theological systems of Yazidism and likely Yarsanism.

VIl. Conclusion

The relationship between Kurdish culture and the concept of Jinn (Cin) is complex, reflecting
the interplay of broad regional influences, specific historical developments, rich folkloric
traditions, and profound internal religious diversity. While the term Cin, largely adopted
through the influence of Islam, is prevalent in contemporary Kurdish discourse, its meaning,
significance, and the beliefs surrounding it are far from monolithic.

The foundational understanding of Jinn for many Kurds, particularly the Sunni majority,
derives from Islamic theology, which posits them as beings of smokeless fire existing parallel
to humans, possessing free will and moral accountability. However, this Islamic framework did
not erase older strata of belief. Kurdish folklore retains distinct elements, potentially rooted in
pre-Islamic Iranian or indigenous traditions, such as the use of the term Dév, the specific
description of Cin having reversed limbs, the folk designation jimegétirka ("those better than



us"), and a strong association between spirits (including Jinn, Déws, or Peris) and sacred
natural sites, especially trees. This suggests a process of cultural syncretism, where adopted
concepts are localized and integrated with existing worldviews.

Furthermore, historical accounts, primarily from external sources, record origin myths linking
the Kurds to Jinn and King Solomon. While these narratives offer insight into historical
perceptions of the Kurds by neighboring cultures, they stand in contrast to the internally
celebrated Kawa the Blacksmith myth, which emphasizes indigenous heroism and resistance
and holds greater significance for modern Kurdish identity.

Crucially, the diverse religious landscape of Kurdistan means that interpretations of Jinn and
the supernatural vary significantly. While Sunni Kurds largely adhere to Islamic norms,
potentially colored by Sufi mysticism and local folklore, Alevism incorporates Jinn within its
own syncretic cosmology alongside a distinct understanding of angels and the devil. Yazidism
presents a unique theological system centered on Tawdsi Melek and the Seven Angels, where
the Islamic concept of Jinn is not central and the external equation of Taw(si Melek with
Satan/AJinn is a harmful misrepresentation. Similarly, Yarsanism's distinct focus on divine
manifestations likely positions Jinn differently than in mainstream Islam.

In essence, the study of Jinn beliefs among Kurds reveals a dynamic cultural process. It
highlights how a widespread concept from a dominant religious tradition (Islam) is received,
interpreted, and adapted within a specific ethnic and geographical context. It underscores the
resilience of local folklore and potentially older belief systems, particularly those tied to the
natural environment. Most importantly, it demonstrates the critical need to acknowledge and
respect the internal diversity of the Kurdish people, particularly their varied religious
traditions, which shape distinct understandings of the unseen world. The Jinn, therefore, exist
within Kurdish culture not as a single, static concept, but as a figure woven into a vibrant and
multifaceted tapestry of inherited traditions, adopted beliefs, localized interpretations, and
unigue spiritual expressions.
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